MODERN TRAVEL

trance of the temple is 72$ feet in length, and is
paved with stones measuring four feet in length
and two in breadth. The outer wall, about half
a mile square, is built of sandstone, with gateways
upon each side, which are handsomely carved
with gods and dragons, arabesques and intricate
scrolls. Upon the western side is the main gate-
way, and passing through this, and up a causeway
for a distance of a thousand feet, you arrive at the
main entrance of the temple. The foundations of
Angkor Wat are ten feet in height, and massively
built of volcanic rock. The entire edifice, which
is raised on three terraces, the one about thirty
feet above the other, including the roof, is of stone,
but without cement, and so closely fitting are the
joints as even now to be scarcely discernible.
The shape of the building is oblong, being 796 feet
in length and 588 feet in width, while the highest
central pagoda rises some 250 feet above the
ground, and four others at the angles of the court
are each about 150 feet in height/'

Then the unbeliever, impressed, would ask :

" And is the temple of this god beautiful ? Is it
sculptured and ornamented like the cathedral of
Amiens ? "

Here the impotence of words would be an agony
to me. But the man of deeds, now my ally,
would be ready with his hard gospel of facts.

" The gallery of sculpture, which forms the
exterior of the temple, consists of over half a
million of continuous pictures, cut in basso-
relievo upon sandstone slabs six feet in width,
and representing subjects taken from the Hindu
mythology. Entire scenes from the Ramayana
are pictured, one of which occupies 240 feet of the
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